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out vast quantities of shells and small arms ammunition, and also
complete guns and gun-carriages of various types. Much has
been done to increase die output of explosives. T.N.T. is being
manufactured, and many chemicals are being produced for die
first time in India, as well as scientific stores, such as binoculars
and compasses. Research has made possible the use of substitutes
for a number of articles previously imported.

The organisation of supplies for all requirements of the
Defence Services has been the task of the specially created Supply
Department of the Government of India which places war orders
to the value of millions of pounds a month.

The shipbuilding industry has now over 30,000 men engaged
on repair work and on the construction of naval vessels. No
aircraft industry existed in India at the outbreak of war. But
with the help of American material factories have been established
for the assembly of certain types, for repairs and the manufacture
of component parts. Their number is now being increased under
a directorate-general of aircraft, created in October 1943.

There has been the same rapid development in nearly every
field: for instance, India is producing nearly 60 per cent of her
medkal stores as compared with 25 per cent when the war began,
besides almost all kinds of surgical instruments and hospital
appliances.

The cotton textile industry has been able to provide for all
India's war needs and to send considerable supplies to China and
the Middle East, while the whole of the woollen industry is
engaged on war supplies. Haadlooms alone have provided over
2 million blankets. In the jnanufacture of army clothing India
can now produce about 12 million garments and over a hundrtd
thousand sets of web equipment a month, and boots at the rate
of 4 million pairs a year. Allied troops in North Africa wcice
clothes made in India and marched in boots frooai Indian
factories. Nearly 90 per cent of their teats and ground sheets
came from India. Tie Indian mills are supplying U.S. troops
in India with tropical dotting ipkfer I^as#4ead